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PURPOSE, SOURCE, AND CONTENT 


The purpose of this project is to provide Department personnel 
working on the Wildlife Management Programmatic Environmental 
Impact Statement with a summary of upland game bird harvest from 
1971-1991. Harvest data were compiled from bound Harvest Survey 
reports and reconciled against other documents (Microfiche) at the 
county, regional, and state wide levels from 1971-1991. There are 
4 parts to this report: 1) Upland Game Bird Harvest Reconciliation 
Guide, 2) Upland Game Bird Data Reconciliation Report, 3) Upland 
Game bird regulations for the period of 1971-1992, and 4) Appendix. 


Upland game bird harvest data were reviewed and tabulated by 
year from 1971-1991. The methods of game bird harvest data 
collection varied considerably among individual years. The method 
of reporting the number of game birds harvested by species per year 


was consistent throughout the years tabulated. The game bird 
harvest data may provide a data base more suitable for detailed 
analysis than the hunter class or effort data. The method of 


reporting various hunter classes, total hunters, and hunter effort 
varied considerably throughout the years tabulated and are 
explained in the reconciliation guide below. 


Generally, documentation of upland game bird harvest data 
improved in 1977 with the addition of a preface to explain methods 
and terms used in the harvest report. Regional harvest totals 
prior to 1981 for Region 6 and Region 7 should be interpreted with 
caution as Richland county during different years is reassigned 
among the 2 regions (see reconciliation guide by years). 


The upland game bird harvest summary contains 29 variables 
compiled at the state wide level, 26 variables compiled at the 
regional level, and 24 variables compiled at the county level for 
the period 1971-1991. The following is a list of variables and 
their report heading abbreviations: 


YEAR 
AREA = County, Region, or State 
HUNTERS = # of hunters 
H DAYS = hunter days 
pheasant 
sharp-tailed grouse 
sage grouse 
HUNS = hungarian partridge 
BLUES = blue grouse 
10 RUFF = ruffed grouse 
11 SPRUCE = spruce grouse 
12 SNIPE = snipe 
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CHUKAR 


chukar 


DOVE = dove 
= total # of birds harvested 


TTL KILL 


R_HNTRS 
N_HNTRS 
R LIC = 
NSLIC = 
PH DAYS 
SH_ DAYS 
SG DAYS 
HN_DAYS 
BL DAYS 
RU_DAYS 
SP_DAYS 
SN_DAYS 
CH DAYS 
DV_DAYS 
NOTES = 


days 
days 
days 
days 
days 
days 
days 
days 
days 
days 
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hunted 
hunted 
hunted 
hunted 
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hunted 
hunted 
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additional notes 


# of resident hunters 

# of nonresident hunters 

of resident licenses sold 

of nonresident licenses sold 


pheasant 
sharp-tailed grouse 
sage grouse 
hungarian partridge 
blue grouse 

ruffed grouse 
spruce grouse 

snipe 

chukar 

dove 
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UPLAND GAME BIRD HARVEST DATA RECONCILIATION GUIDE 


1991 - 1988 


Data are from a bound hardcopy. Method of data collection is 
clear. Hardcopy contains a preface which explains terms used. 
Total # of hunters statewide, hunter days region and county wide, 
nonresident and resident hunters region and county wide, and game 
bird species harvested are all estimated. 


1987 - 1986 


Large change in the way the data was collected in terms of 
hunter days. Hunter days were estimated on a "days by species" 
basis. Caution should be exercised in interpreting hunter effort 
when using "hunter days by species" data as an individual can hunt 
opportunistically and harvest multiple species in one day. Total 
hunters, resident hunters, and nonresident hunter totals were not 
collected. Instead, # of resident and nonresident licenses sold 
were estimated. There was no change in the way the game bird 
harvest data was presented. 


1985 - 1983 


No preface in hardcopys to explain terms used. The data was 
presented similar to 1987-1986. Resident liscences sold varied 
while estimated nonresident licenses sold was consistently near 
17000 due to drawings for these limited licenses. There was no 
change in the way game bird harvest data was presented. In 1983, 
Lincoln county in region 1 reported a pheasant harvest of 3109 
birds. This figure is considerably higher than the previous or 
following years reported (> 3,000) indicating a possible data 
reporting error in the 1983 data. 


1982 


The data were presented similar to 1987-1986. No dove harvest 
data were collected. 


1981 - 1980 

The data were presented similar to 1987-1986. No dove harvest 
data were collected. Richland county moved from region 6 to region 
4 ke 
1979 

The data were presented similar to 1987-1986. No dove harvest 
data were collected. Estimated total hunter, resident hunter, and 


nonresident hunter data were presented. 


1978 - 1975 
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The data were presented similar to 1987-1986. No dove or 
snipe harvest data were collected. Estimated state wide resident 
plus nonresident bird hunters did not equal estimated total 
hunters. The discrepancy in estimated total game bird harvest vs 
cumulative harvest by species represents an unknown bird harvest 
category. In 1976, Richland county moved back to region 6 from 
region 7. 


1974 - 1971 


Large change in the way the bird harvest data were presented. 
Estimated total game bird hunters, harvest by species, and total 
game bird harvest were presented only. In 1973, Richland county 
moved back to region 7 from region 6. In 1973, a table in the hard 
copy was presented entitled "revised game bird harvest" which was 
a summary of unidentified variables thus 1973 data should be 
interpreted with caution. In 1972, Richland county moved back to 
region 6 from region 7. No dove or snipe harvest were collected. 
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‘UPLAND GAME BIRD HUNTING AND HARVEST DATA BY COUNTY 
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